
 1 102 Navy St. 

  14 Single & 1-Bedroom Units
 2 920 6th Ave. 

  6 Family Units
 3 Tabor Courts, 345 4th Ave.

  25 Family Units
 4A 5026 S. Slauson Ave. 

  10 1-Bedroom Units
 4B 5032 S. Slauson Ave. 

  8 Family Units
 5 511 Brooks Ave. 

  4 Family Units
 6A 640 Westminster Ave. 

  3 Family Units
 6B 650 Westminster Ave. 

  32 Beds for Homeless Women and Children
 7A 12525-12543 Washington Pl.

  23 Family Units 
 7B 12561 Washington Pl.

  7 Family Units
 8 200-206 Lincoln Blvd. 

  13 Single and 1-Bedroom Units, 3 Commercial Units
 9 4429 Inglewood Blvd. 

  32 Family Units
 10 4816 S. Slauson Ave. 

  6 2-Bedroom Units, 2 3-Bedroom Units
 11 4216 Centinela Blvd. 

  14 Single, 1 and 2-Bedroom Units
 12 15 Horizon Ave.

  20 Single and 1-Bedroom Units
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David Sway
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Cory Welles

Brian Wilson

*VCH Staff

VCH’s mission is to preserve the economic, racial and social diversity of Venice and 
the surrounding area by maximizing affordable housing and economic development 
opportunities and providing needed social services to the area’s low-income population.

Venice Community Housing
720 Rose Avenue
Venice, CA 90291
(310) 399-4100
www.vchcorp.org

OUR ORGANIZATION

“ My biggest sense of accomplishment comes from seeing clients 
transition into permanent housing. I hope this will one day be a reality 
for all homeless and low-income individuals in the Venice area.” 

 – Resident Services Case Manager James Ramirez
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OUR COMMUNITY

“Being homeless can happen to anyone at anytime.” – VCH Resident

Dear Friends, 

Twenty three years ago a group of local community members witnessed their beloved, diverse, inclusive Venice 
fall into the emerging housing crisis that has come to grip Los Angeles. This small but committed group sought to 
develop neighborhood-based solutions to the escalating rents, gang violence, and gentrification that threatened 
the rich diversity that made Venice Venice. The product of their efforts was Venice Community Housing (VCH). 
Over the years VCH has developed to provide affordable housing, education, job training and advocacy for the 
most vulnerable among us.  

We are proud to present an overview of VCH’s recent work in our 2011 Annual Report. We hope you enjoy reading 
about our programs, our people, our accomplishments, and our celebrations. The highlight of our year was the 
opening of our 14th property, Horizon Apartments! Horizon is now home to 20 formerly homeless individuals who 
had previously lived on the streets for an average of seven years. 

For those of you who have supported VCH over the years – thank you! For those of you who are less familiar with 
VCH and our mission, we invite you to learn more about who we are and about how you can help make a positive 
difference in the lives of those we serve. 

Sincerely,

Michel Prichard Steve Clare
Board Chairperson Executive Director  

While much has been accomplished over the past twenty three years the need for VCH remains: 

• There are over 51,000 people who are unhoused in Los Angeles County. One out of every 154 
people in Los Angeles is homeless; twenty times the rate of homelessness in New York City. 

• Close to half (44%) the homeless population in Venice is at significant risk of dying on the 
streets due to a combination of psychiatric, substance abuse and chronic medical conditions.   

SECOND ANNUAL LEBOWSKI BOWL
On April 13 the Young Professionals Board hosted the 2nd annual Lebowski Bowl benefiting 
Venice Community Housing. Loosely based upon the film “The Big Lebowski,” the outreach 
event and fundraiser brought together bowlers of all ages and skill levels to AMF El Dorado 
Lanes in Westchester. 

Many thanks to the members of our Young Professionals Board who worked hard to put 
together this fun-filled event!

Dana and Eric Newman

Annual Donor Appreciation 
Event – Our January 24th Donor 
Appreciation Reception at the 
Venice home of architect David 
Hertz celebrated the time, talents 
and treasures of everyone who had 
contributed to Venice Community 
Housing over the past year. 

OUR CELEBRATIONS
HORIZON APARTMENTS GRAND OPENING
In August 2011 we opened our 14th property, rehabilitating a former 
boutique hotel into 20 units of permanent supportive housing for 
chronically homeless individuals with a mental health diagnosis. Horizon 
Apartments residents receive rental subsidies through the Housing 
Authority of the City of Los Angeles’s “Shelter Plus Care” rental 
assistance program as well as a network of supportive services from the 
St. Joseph Center, Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health 
(Edelman Community Mental Health Center), and Venice Community 
Housing to ensure they successfully transition into their new homes and 
remain housed long term. 

FIRST ANNUAL ART OF GIVING GALA
Dana Stewart Newman began volunteering with Venice Community Housing in 2009, facilitating art 
workshops for children living at our Transitional Living Center. Over time, Dana became increasingly 
involved and committed to our programs and residents.  In June of this year, Dana enlisted her friend, 
event planner Brooke Peterson, to help her financially support the organization through the creation of 
the first annual “Art of Giving” Gala. By leveraging their collective networks and skills they hosted the 
event at the G2 Gallery in Venice, raising over $20,000 to benefit the Transitional Living Center. Dana’s 
generous commitment to VCH has left a permanent mark on all our hearts.

19TH ANNUAL JAZZ @ PALMS COURT AND THE 
VENICE MUSIC FESTIVAL
On Sunday, September 18th Venice Community Housing hosted its 19th annual 
signature fundraising events, “Jazz at Palms Court Champagne Brunch” and 
“Venice Music Festival.” Blues skies and a shining sun dazzled guests while 
they feasted on a delicious brunch donated by Off the Wall Catering and local 
restaurants and enjoyed a variety of musical performances. 

One of the day’s highlights was listening to our two guest speakers, VCH resident 
John Rainer and Study Lounge participant Kerron Donelson, share how our housing 
and programs have truly impacted their lives. Thanks to the generosity of our 
volunteers, community members, families and friends, the events raised just over 
$40,000. 



OUR PEOPLE
“Finally home”
I was tired of living the life I had been living. I was in the worst 
penitentiary and I knew I wouldn’t see the sky for a long time. 
When I got out, I went to a men’s recovery home and a man I had 
known in prison was now a counselor there. I thought if he made 
it then I could.  He told me I had been stealing from myself – 
happiness, joy, freedom, and peace. I then realized all the time I 
had lost and I made a promise I wouldn’t use drugs again. 

I am so grateful to have my own home and a safe place to sleep. 
Venice Community Housing cared enough to help me and I feel 
so much joy in knowing I will never have to be homeless again. 

Nowadays I go to rough neighborhoods and I speak with young 
kids about what happened to me and I teach them there is a 
better way to live. If I can help at least one kid change his life that 
is a blessing. I get a special joy in my heart from working with 
these kids. 

–  Trini

Gina entered our Study Lounge program in October of 2010 with a 
2.0 GPA and unsatisfactory marks for her work habits and classroom 
behavior in five of her six classes.  As of January 2011, she had a 2.5 
GPA with one unsatisfactory grade in work habits.  Gina ended the 
school year with a 3.5 GPA and no unsatisfactory marks. Her mother 
believes the change is directly related to her participation in the Study 
Lounge Program.

–  From After-School Program Director   
    Bridgett Bell

Lorenzo is young man who applied to Venice YouthBuild in 2011 after serving consecutive years in 
juvenile and adult correctional facilities.  After being released, Lorenzo faced making a life for himself 
while maintaining his sobriety and avoiding the dangers of gang life in his neighborhood — all on his 
own.  After joining Venice YouthBuild, Lorenzo’s trust and commitment to the program became very 
real, and he developed into a role model for other students, achieving a near-perfect attendance record, 
earning his high school diploma and construction training certificates, and serving as an articulate and 
compassionate leader among his peers. His achievements earned him an invitation to YouthBuild USA’s 
National Conference of Young Leaders in Washington D.C. as well as a peer-elected seat on the California 
YouthBuild Council. Since graduating the program Lorenzo has enrolled in Los Angeles Trade Tech to 
pursue an architecture degree, and he continues to give back to the program by volunteering as a mentor 
and facilitator for YouthBuild.

–  From Venice YouthBuild Case Manager Kevin Michini

“Being Homeless is 
fear of not finding a 
place to sleep safely. 
Now I don’t have that 
fear anymore.” 

 – VCH Resident 

“It took a village”….
I was born and raised in Venice, and I have 
lived here for almost my entire life, attending 
all the local schools. 

Twenty credits shy of my high school 
diploma, I dropped out of school in the 
second semester of twelfth grade. I worked 
at Foot Locker for a few years before my 
parents encouraged me to return to school 
and get my diploma. I started going to the 
Venice Skills Center, and it was there that I 
came across a flyer for Venice Community 

Housing’s YouthBuild program. The flyer said that you could get 
paid to go to school and learn construction skills, and, being the 
little tomboy I was, it sounded perfect for me!

Through the Venice Skills Center and Venice YouthBuild I earned 
my high school diploma in June 1999. By that time I was already 
working with Venice Community Housing part-time with an after-
school arts program. That program would evolve over the years to 
become the academic-focused Study Lounge program that exists 
today. 

I’ve been with Venice Community Housing full time since 2001, 
primarily working with the children and families living in our 
buildings through the after-school programs and resident services 
we provide. My favorite part of my job is working with the people 
in the Venice community, seeing the smiles on their faces when 
we’ve helped them figure out how to pay their bills, support a 
child who’s struggling in school, find healthcare, transportation, or 
any number of services. It’s rewarding to be making things better 
for the people in my own ‘stomping ground.’ 

Venice Community Housing is a little pot of gold in the 
neighborhood! The neighborhood has certainly changed a lot over 
the years – fewer people greeting one another in the streets, fewer 
multi-family buildings, and a lot more big houses with even bigger 
fences around them – but it’s also a safer neighborhood, with a 
lot of diversity, and it’s a place I would love to continue to live and 
raise my son.  

–  Chela

”Because of YouthBuild I can now 
see a future for myself that doesn’t 
include gangs or prison.”  

 –  YouthBuild Student



STUDY LOUNGE
“Study Lounge” conveys Venice Community Housing’s philosophy that 
learning can be achieved in a relaxed, comfortable environment. Study 
Lounge coordinators work with participants’ parents and guardians to help 
them navigate the public school system and help their child be successful in 
school. VCH partners with the University of California, Los Angeles’ TEACH 
program to offer individualized, year-long academic tutoring to Study 
Lounge participants. Bright, successful UCLA students provide participants 
with one-on-one, focused attention and inspire them to new levels of 
achievement. This partnership has allowed Study Lounge to offer a 2:1 
adult-to-student ratio that is rarely achieved in the after-school arena. 

2011 RESULTS
• 72 students served
• 74% of students improved in one or more academic areas
• 58% of students improved their school GPA
• 61% of students’ teachers reported improved work habits

WESTSIDE SCIENCE CLUB
Through the dedication of volunteer Ben Dickow, who facilitates 
the program, we continued to provide the children and youth 
in our buildings with opportunities to explore and experience 
science, technology, engineering, and math through hands-on 
experiential learning. 

TEEN COURT
In partnership with the L.A. Superior Court, L.A. County Probation 
Department and Venice High School, 293 students participated 
in this peer-based program that provides an alternative to the 
juvenile system for young people accused of first-time minor 
offenses while also offering participants an inside view of the  
legal system. 

RESIDENT SERVICES
555 people called one of our properties home this year, including 145 formerly homeless individuals. Twenty 
four of them were chronically homeless individuals who transitioned out of life on the streets, due in great part 
to the August 2011 opening of our fourteenth property, Horizon Apartments, which is dedicated to permanent 
supportive housing. Case management services provided by VCH and our partner agencies are helping them 
remain clean, sober, and healthy. 

Residents Services coordinated its annual Tax Preparation program for our residents. Twenty six households 
participated in the program, receiving assistance filing their 2010 tax returns, resulting in almost $75,000 in 
refunds and tax credits. 

“Because of the Study Lounge program my daughter 
now likes school!” – Parent of Study Lounge student

WESTMINSTER TRANSITIONAL LIVING CENTER 
Westminster TLC is dedicated to assisting mothers and their children in the transition from 
homelessness to self-sufficiency. Beyond providing housing, Westminster TLC is a resource 
center where formerly homeless women and their children find emotional support, access 
academic assistance, develop marketable skills, envision the next stage of their lives, and 
make tangible movement toward achieving their goals. 

IN 2011 WESTMINSTER TLC
• Housed 15 families
• Helped two families transition into one of our affordable housing units

Through a partnership with Housing Options for People to Excel (HOPE) and a cadre of dedicated volunteers, 
Westminster TLC has helped to transform the lives of those families who have called Westminster TLC home. 

VENICE YOUTHBUILD
Venice YouthBuild is a full-time education and employment training 
program. In 2011 Venice YouthBuild offered 22 young adults who were 
out of school and out of work the opportunity to obtain their high 
school diploma and gain hands-on experience in the construction field.  
 
Venice YouthBuild goes beyond education and employment, however, 
encouraging participants – all of whom face significant barriers to 
economic and personal stability – to develop into compassionate 
citizens who embrace a spirit of service and aim to be change agents 
in their communities. To that end, Venice YouthBuild embraces the 
core values of social justice, empowerment and positive transformation 

throughout all program elements. In addition to academics and construction training, YouthBuild participants 
engage in individualized case management and counseling, substance abuse education and prevention classes, 
life skills education, personal development and job-readiness training, and weekly community service projects. 
These tools help participants understand both themselves and others better, identify areas of opportunity for 
change, and chart a course of action that will help them improve the quality of their life and the lives of their 
families and communities. 

IN 2011
• Students performed 550 combined hours of community 

service
• Eleven students completed the program
• Nine students earned their High School Diploma
• Ten students transitioned to employment, post-secondary 

education or advanced training

OUR PROGRAMS


